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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MILI, IT 

SUBJECT: USN PLANS FOR SIGONELLA 

1 . EMBASSY IS INFORMED THAT PLANS ARE IN PROGRESS FOR A 
SIGNIFICANT INCREMENT IN THE US NAVY PRESENCE AT THE NAVAL 
AIR FACILITY IN SIGONELLA. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT 
LARGE SUMS OF MONEY WILL BE DEVOTED TO CONSTRUCTION AND 
PERSONNEL WILL BE INCREASED BY A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER. 

2. WE HAVE ALREADY HEARD, FROM THE WORKING LEVELS OF BOTH 
THE MINISTRIES OF DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ALLUSIONS 

TO THE OVERLY LARGE AMERICAN PRESENCE AT SIGONELLA. IT 
APPEARS THAT THESE SO FAR GENTLE HINTS MAY BE RELATED IN 
PART TO PRESUMED INTERFERENCE WITH THE PLANS OF THE ITALIAN 
AIR FORCE WHICH WE UNDERSTAND INTENDS TO PHASE OUT ITS 
OPERATIONS AT NEARBY FONTANA ROSSA AIR FIELD AND CONSOLIDATE 
THOSE WITH ITS PRESENT ACTIVITIES AT SIGONELLA. THIS OF 
COURSE IN ADDITION TO THE PERSISTENT ATTITUDE IN THE 
GOI THAT DRAWING ATTENTION TO THE AMERICAN MILITARY 
PRESENCE IN ITALY BY VISIBLE CHANGES IN SIZE OR 
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CHARACTER MAY BE A POLITICAL LIABILITY. THE PRESENT 
AMERICAN POPULATION AT SIGONELLA (ABOUT 2000) ALREADY 
WELL EXCEEDS THE NUMBERS AGREED UPON IN THE BILATERAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE AGREEMENT (750). 

3. THE FURTHER ENLARGEMENT OF THE SIGONELLA FACILITY AND 
ANY ALTERATION OF ITS MISSION WILL PRESUMABLY REQUIRE AN 
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AMENDMENT TO THE BILATERAL INFRASTRUCTURE AGREEMENT, A 
PROCESS WHICH UNDER THE BEST OF CIRCUMSTANCES WILL TAKE 
CONSIDERABLE TIME. TO AVOID THE WORST OF CIRCUMSTANCES, 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOI ABOUT OUR 
LONG RANGE PLANS FOR SIGONELLA BE HELD BEFORE IT REACHES 
THE GOVERNMENT VIA RUMOR. MEANWHILE THE EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE LEARNING IN DETAIL WHAT USN PLANS ARE, WHAT IS 
INVOLVED IN THE WAY OF CONSTRUCTION AND PERSONNEL INCREASES 
AND WHAT NEW OR ENHANCED MISSIONS THESE PLANS ARE DESIGNED 
TO SUPPORT.GARDNER 
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